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Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

FROM James C. Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

P. 0. BOX 4411 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35802 

^TTRTFrT- Portrait of Captain Thomas Machin 

nATF- June 10 ' 1983 ^ 

FOLD A 

f Hi Eric: 


We are searching for a portrait of Captain Thomas Machin for use with a biographical 
sketch of Machin by Gary A. Trudgen which will appear in CNL No.66 later this year. 

Dave Bowers suggested that you might have encountered his portrait in some of your early 
investigations of Machin's Mills. If so - would you please advise me so that we can obtain a 
copy for CNL? 


Thanks also for your recent note. I have never had any really good idea of what the multiplier 
might be for intrinsic value to arrive at trading value but I do agree that it was probably 
between 1.5 and 2.5 but 1 also would expect that it bounced around from time to time and 
from location to location (under "normal" circumstances). I have often suspected that the reason f< 
the utter rejection of lightweight or impure metal coppers was that the calculations necessary to 
arrive at a true value was much more effort that it was worth, so they just did not fool with it! 

You either had a good copper or you had a worthless copper. My statement was an oversimplificat 
and an attempt not to get into much detail in keeping with the "overview" concept expressed in 
the title. A similar oversimplification appears in the "roller markings" which are the result of 
many passes, not just one, between the rollers. I trust that you have studied the Thompson ms 
at ANS and will recall that he failed to list a salary for the mintmaster (which was probably at 
least as great as that for the diesinker) and that the diesinker salary was as great as the total cost 
for all the mint equipment! So - I have not found any way to establish the value of the 
multiplier that Thompson had in mind, but it does seem reasonable that it would fall within the 



on 



SIGNED 


J 


GRAY ARC CO-, INC., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11232 


THIS COPY FOR PERSON ADDRESSED 
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August 9, 1983 


Mr. James Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 


Dear Jim: 

Thank you very much for the Thompson article. I turned it 
over immediately to Peter Caspar who is wrlttng a history 
of the Royal Mint. He had never seen it before. You de¬ 
serve the credit for bringing It to light, and both of us 
thank you. 



EPN :bgw 


r 

TO 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St.Louis MO 63105 


1 


FROM 


James C. Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

P. O. BOX 4411 
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35802 


DATE- 8-27-83 


SUBJECT: “Thompson" on Coining 


I have finally been able to get several Library Loan copies of "Thompson" put 
together and am mailing one to you for your use while Peter Gaspar works with the other one. 

If either of you are able to track down the identity and some background information 
on Thompson, please let me know. He established his skills as a Die=Sinker on the frontispiece 
and then never once mentions die sinking anyplace in the manuscript. This implies to me that 
his skills were probably well known and he felt no need to establish additional credentials. 

He might have been a retired employee of the Royal Mint or a member of the Guild 
so a search of the extant records in England may identify him for us. ANS has no idea where they 
obtained the manuscript. When I first examined the original in about 1975 it had an accumulation 
of a sixteenth of an inch of dust, or so, and no one had looked at it for many years prior to 
my examination. Taxay wrote about it in 1966 in his U.S.Mint and Coinage but it certainly took 
more than ten years for that much dust to accumulate, unless ANS had a terrible housekeeping 
problem! 





\JDATE: 


SIGNED 


_ / 

GRAY ARC CO., INC., BROOKLYN. N. Y. 11232 


THIS COPY FOR PERSON ADDRESSED 









THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

OCT 10, 1983 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St.Louis, MO 63105 

Subject: Odds and Ends 
Dear Eric: 

Thanks tor your various recent letters. There are several 
things I need to mention at this point. 

(1) Virginia YES, Vermont NO! I guess I had 
Bonjour's Vermont survey on my mind when I mentioned 
Gaspar's article in ANSMN 27(1982). 

(2) It you can send the photograph ot Machin's 
"house on Orange Lake" — I will need it as soon as 
possible as I am about 75% complete on the tinal draft. 

(3) The Continental Dollar clipping arrived from 
the Independent Chronicle of Thursday January 1, 1789. 
Evidently this is clipped from an inside page. Do you have 
the page & column designation? 

(4) My copy of Trudgen's ms on Machin is now cut 
into pieces for cut and paste editing and partially in the 
word processor so I cannot send a Xerox at this time. I 
have written to Gary and suggested that he may want to 
forward a copy to you directly. 

(5) Some time ago you were, I believe, having some 
photographs made of various medallions and tokens bearing 
coinage press likeness and you had promised to send me 
copies. I have not received them and would still like to 
have them for the CNL files. 

(6) I am curious to know whether you have looked 
into the subject of the illustrations of coins & figure 
lathes on the Diderot plates that I sent with my letter of 
10-13-82. 

(7) Finally — Enclosed is a Xerox of a number of 
pages from Molesworth/Hurst circa early-1800's containing 
various coinage data. This is a famous pocket handbook, 
about an inch and a half thick, used mostly by surveyors. I 
run copies of such stuff for the file when I encounter it 
and thought you might like a copy for your file. 


Best regards 


JCS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

October 28, 1983 


Mr. Jim Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 

I have located what I believe is the earliest illustration and reference 
to the 1776 Continental Currency coinage. You might wish to publish it 
along with the newspaper reference I sent you covering some comments and 
the description in Watson's Chemical Essays. 

The item I enclose is fascinating because it contains a German trans¬ 
lation of the legends on the piece. The translation "Mind your business" 
is re-translated as "Thinking what is ahead of you". The translation of 
Continental Currency is re-translated as "Americaland Money". 

The source is a German publication of 1784, the detail of which is enclosed. 

I am also enclosing translations of the legends to try to be helpful. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Ends. 
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MOLESWORTH'S POCKET-BOOK 


Ready Reckoxee. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 



6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 12, 1984 


Mr. Jim Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 

The April, 1984 issue of The Colonial Newsletter gave me a charge. 

Since a small portion of it was an article I sent to you, I would like 
to have three more copies of the original so I can use photocopies for 
other things. 

I am enclosing a donation and keep up the good work. 

The last item I want to mention is that I own the Hall 408 page manu¬ 
script inventory of his collection other than C+ pieces. I was not sure 
that it was in Hall's handwriting until the middle of last year when 
Rick Bagg on behalf of Dave Bowers assured me that it was. It reports 
examinations of his collection beginning in November, 1888 and running 
up to his death in 1909. 

My best wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Enel. 


THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35S02 
December 2, 1984 


Mr. John L. Cotter; Curator Emeritus 
American Historical Archaeology 
The University Museum; University of Pennsylvania 
33rd & Spruce Streets 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 

Dear Mr. Cotter: 

Mr. Alfred Hoch, Director of Quarterman Publications has 
forwarded to me your letter of November 13, 1904 regarding the 
work of Frank L. Stewart and the original illustrations from his 
History of the First United States Mint. 

I am taking the liberty, in turn, of forwarding copies of your 
letter to a number of our Patrons and friends who may he able to 
assist you in locating this material. All of these individuals 
have at one time or another been very interested in the history 
of the First United States Mint and and have done active research 
on the subject and may be able to provide information that will 
be useful to you. 

Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION 

Ortgbwtf sJgnod by 
i<wne» C. Spitman 

James C. Spilman, President 

cc with enclosure to: 


Mr. 

Eric P. 

Newman 

Mr. 

Raymond 

H. Williamson 

Mr. 

Alan R. 

Guth 

Mr. 

John W. 

Adams 

Mr. 

Walter 

H. Breen 

Mr. 

Richard 

N. Carlson 

Mr. 

John J. 

Ford, Jr. 

Mr. 

Robert 

W. Julian 
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THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM 

of Archaeology/Anthropology 
November 13, 19 81* 
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Director 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. 
5 South Union Street 
Lawrence, MA 0181*3 

Dear Sir: 
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I am working with two colleagues, Michael Parrington and Daniel 
Roberts, on a book project, Philadelphia—An Archaeological History , to 
be published by University of Pennsylvania Press. In the course of 
directing many archaeological investigations in Philadelphia over the 
last 2£ years } I put a summer class in historical archaeology which 
I taught in 1§69 to work on the Federal Building Site located west 
of Independence Mall, between Market and Arch, 6th and 7th Streets. 

In the northwest comer of this block was the site of the First Mint 
of The U.S. 


In the course of extensive research and some last-minute 
salvaging, we located the bottom of a well near the Coinage House 
of the Mint which contained a wealth of artifact material, including 
scorifying dishes for testing precious metals. We also located a copy 
of Frank H. Stewart's History of the First United States Mint which you 
reprinted in 197U and found Stewart, who in 1911 did a remarkable documentary 
on the Mint site before he removed all surface and basement traces to 
construct a 6-story concrete building for his electrical business, had rcorded 
what appeared to be this same well, and a quantity of testing dishes in the 
top debris. 


Our inquiry, then, is to find if the original illustrations 
of the Stewart book are in your hands. If not, do you know if they 
still exist as photographs or negatives, possibly in the hands of Mr. 

Stewart's heirs (He died in 19U8.) ? As the statement in your copyrighted 
reprint edition indicates that it is a facsimile reproduction of the 
original, ± take it that the photographs also may be photo reproductions 
of half-tones for offset printing. i n any case, your permission to quote is sought. 

At any rate, can you help us obtain the illustrations from which 
to select examples to show this remarkable 1911 effort which amounted to 
the first extensive archaeological observation and record of an historical 
building in Philadelphia, and one of the first of its kind in the Nation? 

Your assistance and advice will be most gratefully received. 


University of Pennsylvania 


^Sincerely yours, 

John L. Cotter 

Curator Emeritus American Historical Archaeology 
33rd and Spruce Streets Philadelphia, PA 19104 (215) 898-4000 




J C SPILMAN 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

P.O.BOX 4411 HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35B02 C2053 8B1-B67B 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


SUBJECT 


CNL Computer Survey 


ge ' --3-^5 

DATE 

Dear Eric: 

I received one of the Computer Survey forms mailed from St. Louis that did not contain a return 
address on either the form or the envelop. 

It indicated an Apple lie computer running Applweorks software. 

Please indicate on the enclosed postalcard whether or not this was from you. Thanks. 

SIGNED 






SIGNED 









THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, INC. 
P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

/ 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


May 25, 1985 

Dear Patron: 

Attached is a Preliminary Update of our CUMULATIVE INDEX for Serial 
Numbers 1-69 of The Colonial Newsletter. This update has been 
accomplished by inserting several new pages in appropriate locations 
within the body of the earlier index, and by cross-referencing. We 
have NOT updated Section I (Biographical Index) and Section II 
(Illustration Index); these are current through Serial No. 44, only. 

It is our plan to generate an entirely new Cumulative Index for CNL 
which will be produced on a computer. This new index will include all 
issues through 1985, our 25th Anniversary. 


We would like to know whether or not we should continue the present 
three part index — that is, the three separate sections which are (1) 
Biographical Index, (2) Illustration Index and (3) Subject Index, or 
combine these into a single index section? A second question is 
whether we should add a fourth section which would be an Author index? 

Please tell us your thoughts on these questions by checking the 
appropriate answers, below, and mail your reply to us. 

NO 

QUESTION YES NO PREFERENCE 


1. Continue separate Biographical Index? 





Please indicate your name and address: 

£Te.ic p. a/ 2 isjrr) # rl 


• //o Vo Zip 6? 3 /<3^ 

25 

25th Anniversary 
I960.1985 


THANKS. JCS 








THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION 


P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

August 23, 1985 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

I have given considerable thought to your suggestions regarding the 
Connecticut Coppers donation which you expressed in our telephone 
discussion on August 11. I sincerely appreciate your offer; however, I 
have concluded that since the approach and concepts expressed in my 
July 15 letter to our Patrons have already been made public, that it 
would not be good policy to go another route at this time. 

More important is the fact that I have already established several 
alternative options with the donor and I understand his reasoning on 
these matters, and I know that he will not consider any other approach 
than the one that we have already worked out. 

Again, my sincere thanks Eric for your offer. 

Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION 


C. Spilman, President 










THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 
P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35802 
July 22, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

I am sending the following letter to some 15 or 20 CNL Patrons, and I 

will sincerely appreciate YOUR suggestions - the time is arriving 

when I must turn many of my interests over to others: 

You are one of several individuals who, over the past several years, 
have expressed an interest and concern over the "future of The 
Colonial Newsletter", or, in your letters or conversations have 
projected a deep and sincere interest in the field of Early American 
Numismatics. 

These are subjects about which I have been giving considerable 
thought. I have served as editor of CNL for some 25 years and also 
established The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. in the year 1974 
and subsequently applied for and obtained certification as a 
non-profit tax exempt organization under Section 501(c)<3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. I have decided that it is time for substantive 
changes in the methods of operation of the Foundation and CNL. 

The attached summary of proposed changes to the bylaws of The Colonial 
Newsletter Foundation are presented for your review and for whatever 
opinions you might care to furnish to me as guidance "for the future". 
Your comments, opinions, or whatever, will be sincerely appreciated. 


Thank you. 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 










Summary o-f Proposed 
RESTRUCTURING OF BYLAWS 
o-f 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 


Formation o-f "The Association o-f Patrons o-f the 
Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc." (CNL/AOP) 

a. A sel-f-contained organization, including a slate 
o-f officers, sponsored and -funded by 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation (CNLF). 

b. To conduct meetings, social -functions and other 
activities generally associated with a 
technical/professional/hobby type of organization. 

c. To establish and promote Special Interest Groups 
(SIGs) for those areas of individual numismatic 
interest such as Connecticut Coppers, Fugio Cents, 
Massachusetts Cents and Half Cents, Paper Currency, 
and etc. 

e. To (eventually) assume the duties of publication 
of The Colonial Newsletter (CNL) including all 
editorial and publication tasks such as editing, 
printing, mailing, and etc. 

f. The president of CNL/AOP would also serve 

as a member of the board of directors of CNLF. 

In the context of the new organization outlined above, 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. would continue in 
existence as the sponsoring organization and would concentrate 
on fund raising activities, establishment and maintenance of 
reference collections and library functions, the occasional 
publication of major new numismatic works and research reports 
in a new format to be known as The Journal of Early American 
Numismatics, the development and applications of new 
technologies related to computer storage of databases 
containing all elements of numismatic knowledge, and to the 
continuing existing activities related to the basic objective 
of The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. which is the 
increase and diffusion of knowledge related to Early American 
Numismatics, in perpetuity. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri (13105 


July 28, 1986 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 

Your accomplishments as editor of CNL have been exemplary and no one 
wants to let you ease off. It isn't easy to find people with competence 
and enthusiasm to volunteer for a major portion of the work, but there 
are fortunately people like that who will appear. 

I would like you to consider giving the patrons or whoever asks the names 
of all of your patrons, the number of subscribers, the expenditures for 
one year, the extent of your files and particularly what you want to 
do in the future in working, researching or editing or helping others 
do the same. 

As you may know, our foundation hired a curator because I had some similar 
problems to yours. 

Do you wish to continue to control your foundation, or do you want others 
to join you as directors and officers of it? I am sure you may wish 
to retain control for a long while to avoid differences of opinion and 
to have a smooth transition someday. Is it practical to ask others to 
do the work separate from the foundation? Does the foundation now have 
assets of material value? Perhaps you might wish to send us a copy of 
your tax return, as it is perhaps a public matter. 

After I hear from you, I will telephone you to talk about it. 

How old are you? I am only 75. 

Cordially, 


Eric/P. Newman 


jah 


THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION 

P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

September 1, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

This letter is my somewhat belated reply to your letter o-f July 28, 
1986. When your letter arrived I set it aside until I had more time 
to study it in detail as I was in the midst o-f getting CNL No. 73 
completed and to the printer. The issue will go to the printer 
tomorrow and I am now getting back to other matters, such as 
correspondance. 

Frankly, I did not understand your letter when it arrived nor do I 
understand it any better, now. What prompts the series o-f questions 
that you are asking? Whatever it may be I believe that you are 
somehow misinformed regarding CNL and the Foundation, both of which 
are alive and well and going according to plan. Whatever your thinking 
may be, Eric, I will require some considerable background information 
before I would care to discuss any of the details that you have 
requested. 

As for myself, I will be 60 in October and am currently devoting 
approximately "half-time" to CNL and “half-time" to my consulting 
practice which is proving to be unreasonably successful and demands 
more of my personal time than I had anticipated; however, now that it 
is established I can, and do, turn down any work that does not appeal 
to me personally, or interferes with other plans and activities that I 
am pursuing which include a number of diverse interests such as folk 
music and computer programming. 

I realize that this does not respond to your questions but I will be 
happy to discuss them with you by telephone if you wish. My wife and I 
will be in Florida until around September 15, but will be back in 
Huntsville at that time. 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 







THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION 


P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

September 28, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

Many thanks for your telephone call last week. I now better understand 
the intent of your letter of July 28, 1986. The July 22, 1986 letter 
which I sent out was addressed to some 20 different Patrons op- CNL who 
had (1) expressed an interest in activating a national organization of 
Patrons of CNL, or, (2) who had held posts in similar organizations 
and could give me advice based on their experiences. Enclosed are 
copies of the basic letter and the attachment; however, not all 
letters were the same — the first and second paragraphs were 
customized to the specific individuals and I do not know which of 
these formats you may have seen. I did not send you one of these 
letters (or did not intend to - if I did) since you did not fit into 
(1) or (2). 

It has taken me over a year since my “retirement" in April 1985 to get 
caught-up on CNL "old business" and to get my consulting business 
organized and underway. It was my intention to devote 1/2 time to CNL 
and 1/2 time to the consulting practice; however, the consulting was 
unreasonably successful and I found myself with several clients and 
more than 2 Megabucks of new business that required my support and it 
was necessary to support the consulting practice first, so CNL took a 
back burner for almost a year. Hopefully I am now back to my planned 
507./507. split! 

I expect to transfer the production of CNL, per se, to someone else, 
eventually, and devote my time to the establishment of the scientific 
laboratories, numismatic research, computer related support, and other 
activities originally envisioned when I established the Foundation. 

See attached sheet "Attachment B" and the sections that I have 
highlighted in yellow, which are my highest priority. 

These laboratories would be equipped and operated to conduct 
experimental testing similar to that you are presently attempting to 
have conducted. I expect to direct this work myself. The labs will 
come into being as funding becomes available and will hopefully 
provide support to other organizations as well. 

The basic problem is finding the available time to organize and start 
these additional functions (including fund raising) and that is my 
prime objective at the moment, and was the driving motivation behind 
the July 22, 1986 letter. 




Funding, or the lack of -funding, is now the only constraint that I can 
see, and we will simply do what we can with what we have over the next 
-few years. Existing technology can determine, today, everything we 
will ever need to know to establish the origins o-f Early American 
coins and paper, it simply needs to be properly applied. For example 
— the work o-f Dr. Graedel at Bell Laboratories in establishing 
Frederic Bartholdi 's source o-f copper (the Visnes mine in Norway) -for 
the Statue o-f Liberty! 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 



THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 

P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35B02 
July 22, 1986 


Mr. 
•* 


* 


Dear 

You are one of several individuals who, over the past several years, 
have expressed an interest and concern over the “future of The 
Colonial Newsletter." 

** 

This is something about which I have been giving considerable thought. 
I have served as editor of CNL for some 25 years and also established 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. in the year 1974 and 
subsequently applied for and obtained certification as a non-profit 
tax exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 

The attached summary of proposed changes to the bylaws of The Colonial 
Newsletter Foundation are presented for your review and for whatever 
opinions you might care to furnish to me as guidance "for the future". 
Your comments, opinions, or whatever, will be sincerely appreciated. 

Thank you. 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


James C. Spilman 





Summary of Proposed 
RESTRUCTURING OF BYLAWS 
o-f 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 


Formation of "The Association of Patrons of the 
Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc." (CNL/AOP) 

a. A self-contained organization, including a slate 
of officers, sponsored and funded by 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation (CNLF). 

b. To conduct meetings, social functions and other 
activities generally associated with a 
technical/professional/hobby type of organization. 

c. To establish and promote Special Interest Groups 
(SIGs) for those areas of individual numismatic 
interest such as Connecticut Coppers, Fugio Cents, 
Massachusetts Cents and Half Cents, Paper Currency, 
and etc. 

e. To (eventually) assume the duties of publication 
of The Colonial Newsletter (CNL) including all 
editorial and publication tasks such as editing, 
printing, mailing, and etc. 

f. The president of CNL/AOP would also serve 

as a member of the board of directors of CNLF. 

In the context of the new organization outlined above, 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. would continue in 
existence as the sponsoring organization and would concentrate 
on fund raising activities, establishment and maintenance of 
reference collections and library functions, the occasional 
publication of major new numismatic works and research reports 
in a new format to be known as The Journal of Early American 
Numismatics, the development and applications of new 
technologies related to computer storage of databases 
containing all elements of numismatic knowledge, and to the 
continuing existing activities related to the basic objective 
of The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. which is the 
increase and diffusion of knowledge related to Early American 
Numismatics, in perpetuity. 


Attachment B 


THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, INC. 


Excerpt from I.R.S. Form 1023 
Page 2 

Part III - Activities and Operational Information 
3. 


At the present time the only activity carried on by this organization is the 
compilation of material for and the publication of THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 
in the interest of the increase and diffusion of knowledge of Early American 
Numismatics. This includes research into specialized photographic techniques 
necessary for the study and analysis of numismatic artifacts. It is planned that this 
will continue to be the major activity during the next two to three years. 

In the future. Library Services, a Museum and Scientific Laboratories will be 
established and placed into operation as funding becomes available. A long term 
project will be the restoration of a complete early American minting facility. 

The planned library services will include a Technical Repository collection of 
articles, illustrations and manuscripts detailing 18th century technology associated 
with the arts and sciences of the trades and crafts related to "Colonial ,, America. 
These will be gleaned from the contemporary literature of America and of foreign 
countries so as to be readily available for study by researchers and students of this 
subject. These will also include biographical material relating to the individuals 
and their associates connected with such activities. In addition, a photographic 
library function will be established to make available photographic prints and 
negatives of all varieties of coins, paper monies and related artifacts. 


The museum will include specimens of coins and paper monies on public display as 
well as artifacts and restorations or replicas of tools, dies, engravings, machines, 
presses and other devices used in the production of early American numismatic items. 


The scientific laboratories wi 11 include technical personnel and analytical instruments 
necessary for the determination of the physical properties of materials used in the 

manufacture of such coins, tools and related artifacts. Tf^ese=wilT4nelude-ail_ 

necessary chemical, metallurgical, electrical ^electronic, and photographic 
disciplines. The jetec±iofl-of--spprroL)S~1ssues wiTPb tr u majo r c upabMity^- —^ 


r mofor capability 



11 be c 


v major restoration project is planned for completion during th^ 
bicentennial of the peak production period of Coppers in Amerfb 
complete "Colonial" American mint and will include facilities for smelting, 
refining, rolling, casting and cutting copper and silver, and the tooling and 
machines for diesinking and striking of coins of the sort produced in America during 
the late 13th century. Selection of a site for this restoration will not be made 
until about 1980. 
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THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35802 


October 20, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

I am writing today to thank you -for your generous donation in the 
amount o-f $100.00 to The Colonial Newsletter Foundation. Your support 
over the years is also sincerely appreciated. 

I am presently working toward broadening the scope of CNL activities 
and am considering conducting some sort of program or activity 
possibly to be scheduled in conjunction with several of the ANA 
conventions during 1987 and 1988. At the moment this is entirely in 
the planning stage. I would sincerely appreciate your suggestions 
regarding the type of activity or program that you believe would be 
appropriate. 

Attached is a copy of some proposed changes to the bylaws of the 
Foundation which, I believe, will provide you with insight to my 
current thinking and will hopefully give you some ideas toward 
answering my question in the paragraph above. All of us are very busy 
these days, and I know that you are no exception, so please do not 
hesitate to let me know if you do not have the time or inclination to 
respond. At this point in my survey of Patrons, I am contacting a 
number of those individuals who have provided extra financial support 
over the years and who I know have an in-depth interest in Early 
American Numismatics. 

Thank you, and — 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 



Spilman 
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PRELIMINARY 


Summary of Proposed 
RESTRUCTURING OF BYLAWS 
o-f 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 


Formation o-f "The Association o-f Patrons o-f the 
Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc." (CNL/AOP) 

a. A sel-f —contained organization, including a slate 
o-f officers, sponsored and funded by 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation (CNLF). 

b. To conduct meetings, social functions and other 
activities generally associated with a 
technical/professional/hobby type of organization. 

c. To establish and promote Special Interest Groups 
(SIGs) for those areas of individual numismatic 
interest such as Connecticut Coppers, Fugio Cents, 
Massachusetts Cents and Half Cents, Paper Currency, 
and etc. 

e. To (eventually) assume the duties of publication 
of The Colonial Newsletter (CNL) including all 
editorial and publication tasks such as editing, 
printing, mailing, and etc. 

f. The president of CNL/AOP would also serve 

as a member of the board of directors of CNLF. 

In the context of the new organization outlined above. 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. would continue in 
existence as the sponsoring organization and would concentrate 
on fund raising activities, establishment and maintenance of 
reference collections and library functions, the occasional 
publication of major new numismatic works and research reports 
in a new format to be known as The Journal of Early American 
Numismatics, the development and applications of new 
technologies related to computer storage of databases 
containing all elements of numismatic knowledge, and to the 
continuing existing activities related to the basic abjective 
of The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. which is the 
increase and diffusion of knowledge related to Early American 
Numismatics, in perpetuity. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 20, 1987 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 

Thank you for the Virginia histogram and the comparison with the Fugios. 

Your January 15, 1988 letter as to the Virginia matter is appreciated. 

On my prior communications with you and others, I was seeking someone 
who would revise the variety work with good illustrations for the Virginia 
series. 

The punch and hub information written by Gaspar and Dyer is the only 
historical material I know of which added to my two articles on the subject. 
Better illustrations and die variety tables should be redone with additions 
subsequent to my work. To that, your histogram would be important new 
data. 

I want someone to be found who would enjoy doing it. I have too many 
projects in the works for me to tackle it. It could be published in 
CNL. Would you be able to select someone who would do it? I'll gladly 
help by turning over my information and making my examples or pictures 
of them available. I'll get the weights in the interim. 

Thank you for remembering. Let me hear from you. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


March 4 1987 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


I had talked with Cecile 


(I'm sorry, her last name escapes me) 


at the FUN Convention, and mentioned to her that I had access to some¬ 
thing similar to the Silver Bank issues of Massachusetts. Unfortunately, 

I wasn't as succint as I could have been in describing it to her. 

Enclosed please find a xerox of what it is I have. I think the date is 
1741, and it is in decent condition. Jim Skalbe bought it at a little 
show in Concord, N.H. last year. Hope this is of some help... 


Sincerely, 



Peter Boisvert 
P.0. Box 738 


Everett, MASS. 

02149 











Ay 

/In r ^ l^"'. 







Dear Mr. Spilxtian, 

Gould you please forward this to Mr. Eric P. Newman? It would be much 
appreciated... Thank You 


Sincerely, 


cLt 


RECEIVED 

MAR-j REC’D t 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63205 

October 12, 1987 


Mr. James L. Spilman 
Colonial Newsletter 
P.0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 

The article by Gary A. Trudgen entitled "Gilfoil's Coppers" (TN-111 in 
Colonial Newsletter of July, 1987) is an unusual and intriguing piece 
of research. 

Your comment following the article as to dies being made to strike pieces 
leads me to comment. The so-called "blacksmith tokens" of Canada circu¬ 
lated as halfpence in the early nineteenth century and are very crude. 
Could one or more of those tokens have been made in New York during the 
18th century and be the coins in question? Gilfoil was a blacksmith 
and might have made those or the same type of pieces. In the alternative, 
if we say the words "beat out" describe their appearance rather than 
the method of making them, a blacksmith would have been able to make 
sand cast coppers using halfpence in circulation to make sand molds. 

He might have needed some instructions for either method, as Gary and 
you point out, Gilfoil received some help from another person. Cast 
halfpence were often made. 

Archeological evidence would certainly spoil our speculations. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


cc: Gary A. Trudgen 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


February 8, 1988 


Mr. James C. Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 


Your very nice letter of February 2, 1988 is appreciated. Your plan on 
having special interest groups is a fine one and I believe will be very 
productive of knowledge. 

As I told you, I am very anxious to see the Virginia project revised and 
will gladly help in any way I can. So far as I now know all that is open 
is to illustrate in clearer form and add the new die varieties. Spread 
of weights and the number of examples in collections could also be included 
if that were important in the series. I believe someone else should be 
selected for that project as I previously pointed out. I will help anyone, 
but I do feel it would be more of an incentive to have someone else be 
the coordinator. Will you, therefore, see if you can interest someone 
else for that position. 


I would certainly be interested in knowing who has been selected for the 
other three areas which you mentioned as the Fugios and Machin's Mills 
are particularly of interest to me, having written extensively on both 
subjects, and being the first one to publish the die varities of the Fugios 
and the first one to show the interlocking punch work between Vermont, 
Connecticut and the Machin's Mills pieces. 


Where I think I might be of most help as coordinator is in the early paper 
money of America if you think that field belongs in your data books. 

As you may know, I am now writing the third edition of the Early Paper 
Money of America and publication is scheduled toward the end of 1988. 

That area is much more exciting to me because of the historical, technical 

and broad based problems which arise in it because if it were only for 

varieties' sake I would not have as much interest in it. Perhaps the 

fact that I am going to publish it in book form separately from CNL disqualifies 

me from coordinating new information, but there would be nothing better 

than to have new information on the subject fed in through CNL as long 

as CNL recognizes that it will go into a book form independently produced. 

I would very much appreciate your thoughts along these lines, particularly 

since I am not using any computer based data bank and you are applying 

all of the new electronic methods to compilation and retrieval of information. 

My very kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 




THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. 


(205) 881—8678 


P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

February 2, 1988 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

Many thanks -for your letter of January 20 regarding the proposed 
revision to your work on the Virginia Halfpence of 1773. I 
consider it both an honor and priviledge that you would even 
think about permitting me and CNL to publish it. I do have an 
alternative suggestion which I hope that you will seriously 
consider. The four paragraphs that follow are currently being 
included in letters that I am sending to selected CNL Patrons 
who, over the years, have demonstrated their serious interest and 
dedication to early American numismatics. Although brief, I 
believe that these words accurately describe my thinking and 
planning and that with the good Lord's concurrence I will be able 
to, at least, get these ideas initiated and underway as a 
permanent institution. My specific request at this time, Eric, 
is that you volunteer to serve as SIG Coordinator for the 
Virginia Halfpence, or another series if you prefer - and that 
your revised work on the Virginia Halfpence serve as the basic 
Databook document for the Foundation for that series of early 
American coinages.. And — I assure you — this will be NO 
numismatic dinosaur! If you have any questions, please write or 
telephone me. 

"About mid-1988 I plan to publically announce the formation of 
CNL SIGs (Special Interest Groups) with a CNL Patron serving as 
SIG coordinator for each. His or her duties will be, primarily, 
to apply his personal knowledge of the series and of other 
knowledgeable collectors in order to permit us to identify and 
track down data from individual collectors and from permanent 
collections and to coordinate obtaining that data (through CNL) 
and in assisting in the editorial tasks associated with preparing 
one of the 1ong—promised CNL Databooks for the series. And then, 
the additional task of periodically updating and keeping current 
the information." 

"Three of the series, Fugios, Massachusetts Copper, and Machin's 
are already spoken for. I am now requesting volunteers for other 
series and am asking at this point whether you would like to 
participate as an individual and a Patron of the Foundation. 

Aside from the personal time involved (and I have no idea what 
that might entail) it would permit each coordinator, I believe. 








THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. 


(205) 881-8678 


P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

February 20, 1988 


PROGRESS REPORT #2 
on 

CNL WEIGHT SURVEY 
of 

THE FUG10 CENTS OF 1787 

This second progress report is being mailed to those individuals 
who have so kindly sent us data on Fugio Cent weights of 
specimens contained in institutional collections or large 
personal collections. We now have more than five hundred Fine Ray 
Fugio specimens included in the CNL computer database. Many 
thanks for your cooperation. When our preliminary results are 
published in CNL a copy will be sent to each of you. 

It has become apparent as this study has progressed that some 
sort of comparison is needed in order to intelligently evaluate 
the Fugio data and — to accomplish this — we have selected the 
Virginia Halfpence of 1773 for this comparison. A printout of a 
histogram showing a preliminary comparison is attached for your 
information, and it is readily apparent, as one would anticipate, 
that the quality control of the Tower Mint in London was much 
better than that of the Fugio coiners; however, we do not yet 
have enough weights of the Virginia specimens in our database, 
only 33 specimens are included. 

Accordingly, this second request is for weight data on the 
Virginia Halfpence of 1773 that you may have in your collections 
so that we may have a more balanced comparison in our preliminary 
report. Your cooperation in this will be sincerely appreciated. 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION 







Statistics @ 1-13-88 
FUGIO Avg. = 149.73; Std.Dev. = 12.59 
VIRGINIA Avg. = 115.74; Std.Dev = 5.49 
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Astrophysics 


STELLAR OPACITY 


Opacity within a star is made up of four sources: electron scattering, free-free transitions, free- 
bound transitions, and bound-bound transitions. In this section we will learn how to calculate the 
mean opacity that comes from these four contributing factors. 

Two things need to be considered in the calculation. We need to average over all of the 
radiation frequencies, giving greater weight to those frequencies which have the greatest radiation 
density gradient. Also, the frequency ranges where the opacity is the smallest can potentially make the 
biggest contribution to the energy transport, so we want to average over 1/k(v) rather than K(v). 

The luminosity within the star, L(r), depends on the energy density of radiation p(v) at frequency 
v and temperature T: 

L(r) = f L(r,v) dv and U= f p(v) dv = aT 4 [4.1] 

0 0 

Here the total energy density U has been set equal to the blackbody energy density. K*(v) is the 
opacity at frequency v, taking account of stimulated emission: 


K*(v) = [K b/ (v) + k^v)] (1 - e ‘ hv/k ) + K. 


[4.2] 


Recalling the previous relation for K* (3.41), and substituting it for dp(v)/dT, we can define the 
Rosseland mean opacity to be 


1_ 

K 


r i d P (v) 

J k*(v) dT 


dT 
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dr 


C dp(v) 

J dT 


dT 


dv 


dr 


[4.3] 


The mean opacity favors the frequencies important to the transfer process, by using the energy density 
gradient dp(v)/dr as a weighting function for 1/k*(v), which is a measure of the mean free path at 
frequency V. The opacity at any frequency is the sum of contributions from both bound-free (b/) and 
free-free (//) transitions, and from electron scattering (e). 

Kb/(v) and k//(v) are themselves sums over the opacity contributions of the individual 
exitation states of the various atoms and ions A present at radial distance r in the star: 

X aP 

V V)P = 2«b / Am!7 N A,n r 4 - 4a l 

A* 11 


' J“" ^ n ‘ 


[4.4b] 


This document was prepared with Microsoft® Word Version 3.01 for Apple® Macintosh™ systems, 
and printed with an NEC "SilentWriter" by The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 





Astrophysics 


Page 138 


XAp/AmH is the number density of atoms of type A, Xa is the abundance by mass of atoms or ions 
with the mass number A, mH is the mass of a hydrogen atom, and NA,n is the fraction of these atoms or 
ions in the nth excited state. ne(v) is the number density of electrons in a velocity range dv around v. 
abf and aff are the atomic absorption coefficients. As shown earlier, the electron scattering opacity is 
given by 


[4.5] 


ke p = ae ne 


where the right side is the product of the electron number density and the Thomson or (at high 
energies) Compton scattering cross section. 

To calculate NA,n, we can use the Saha equation (3.45) that for high ionization leads to 



[4.6] 


where most of the ions are in the r + 1st ionization state. 


This document was prepared with Microsoft® Word Version 3.01 for Apple® Macintosh™ systems, 
and printed with an NEC "SilentWriter" by The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 




THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. 


(205) 8B1-8678 


P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

March 2, 1988 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Erics 

This is in reply to your letter of February 8, 1988. Please 
forgive may delay in response — I have been sidetracked for 
several weeks due to other business but am now, once again, back 
into the CNL loop. 

I appreciate your offer to serve as a coordinator for the Early 
Paper Money SIG (Special Interest Group). My thinking has been 
that we should not formally have such a group for the simple 
reason that it tends to infringe on the "territory" of the 
existing rag picker organizations; in fact, last year when I was 
polling assorted CNL Patrons for suggestions for the future there 
was a clear message received that these other groups were doing 
an excellent job and that for CNL to step into this (new) role 
would be resented by some folk. Accordingly I have not included 
that category in my thinking; however, if you believe that it 
would be appropriate I am very happy to change my thinking 
because I know that there remains a great deal to be accomplished 
in the paper field and that the CNL approach, which works quite 
well, would be of substantial help in accomplishing many of these 
outstanding tasks. 

As an example — Joe Lasser just about jumped out of his shirt 
when he spotted the Greir signature on the 1/6 dollar note on 
CNL page 945. I have been suggesting and hoping that he would 
come forward with a story on that very interesting subject, but 
he is quite busy and will never get around to doing so, and 
besides — that might interfere with his signature collecting, 
and etc. This is the very sort of thing that you, as a SIG 
Coordinator, could encourage and bring fourth from various folk! 
So - if you believe that the Early Paper Money of America 
category is appropriate, and evidently you do or you would not 
have suggested it, then I am very happy to accept your offer of 
cooperation. I see your revision of "Early Paper Money of 
America" as a baseline for future work, and certainly no problem 
whatever; as I wrote to Walter Breen in a recent letter "don't 
ever be concerned about who publishes what — the whole idea is 
to get the material into the light of day. Those who need it 
will find it!" 

Regarding your revision on the Virginia Halfpence of 1773 — I 
now have in place but not yet fully operational a complete 











"Desk Top" publishing system. It includes three personal 
computers which operate in conjunction with each other and 
outputs to a Laser Printer (an NEC 890 "Si1entWriter"). Attached 
is an example of the camera ready copy it is capable of 
producing. This is 300 dots per inch resolution — higher 
resolution, up to 1200 dots per inch, is possible with other 
output devices such as Linotronic printers. This system will 
eventually be able to process halftone photographs directly from 
scanned coins or paper currency — arrival of the scanner is 
limited only by the momentary lack of available funds. 

It would be most helpful if you could submit new copy for the 
Virginia revision on computer disks produced by almost any word 
processing program. I can send you camera-ready proofsheets in 
the final format in a manner of hours after I receive the disk. 
For example, the final Mossman material required only about 40 
hours, total, of my time and it was accomplished on a much slower 
"daisy wheel" system. Phil very simply typed his work on a Tandy 
personal computer instead of a typewriter; his entire book 
required less that two 5 1/4" floppy disks which he sent to me, 
and I reformatted, and dumped to the printers! 

More later - 

Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63205 

March 11, 1988 


Mr. James C. Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

Dear Jim: 

This is in answer to your March 2, 1988 letter insofar as you refer to 
American Colonial paper money. 

I do not feel that if CNL wishes to do something on Colonial and State 
paper money prior to 1800 that there should be any conflict with the 
Paper Money Society, or any other organization I know of. CNL is Colonial 
(pre-constitutional) in emphasis. No organization has undertaken or 
encouraged any work on the paper money of that period. There has been 
a project by the Paper Money Society to have published listings of bank 
notes and scrip of the period after circa 1800. There is some conflict 
already between the International Bank Note Society and the Paper Money 
Society as their jurisdictions seem to overlap to some extent. 

Since you have not included pre-constitutional Paper Money in your thinking, 
and some of the other patrons feel CNL should stay out of it, then I 
think it would be best to take no action now. 

Why don't we wait until my new edition of EPMOA is published and anyone 
else who is interested can make suggestions as to how future data should 
be assembled. I do not feel it would be right for me to suggest being 
the coordinator for CNL in this field and then do nothing more than I 
have done and am doing on early paper money research and writing on my own. 

I just met a St. Louis person by the name of James C. Spillman (wrong 
spelling) whose family lived in Arkansas from about 1900 to 1940. It 
is a small world. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


JAMES C. SPILMAN, P.E, 


(205) 881-8678 


4007 Medford.Drive, SE 
Huntsville, AL 35802 


March 17, 1988 


Mr. Leslie A. Elam, Director 
The American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 155th Street 
New York, NY 10032 


Dear Mr. Elam: 


This letter is with reference to your letter of December 1, 1987 
regarding ANS Publications Subscriptions for the 1986/87 time period. 

As of this date I still have received nothing of substance as a result 
of my publications subscription during this time period. Neither of 
the books listed in your December 1 letter have arrived. 

You will note that I have not renewed my Publications Subscription for 
the current year — and never will again. I am of the opinion that 
the ANS practice of charging $45.00 for nothing lies somewhere between 
gross negligence and mail fraud. 


Thank you. 



man, P.E. 




Eric __ Attached is blind copy 
of my letter to ANS/Elam. 
Sorry - but each day I become 

1 ..i i.i_ 


with the ANS 


more angry 
operation. 






THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. (205) 881-8678 

P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

March 17, 1988 


Mr. Eric F'. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

Subject: Your letter of March 11, 1988, etc. 


Many thanks for your reply regarding the CNL SIG concepts for 
"Early American Paper Money". I shall wait until after your 
revision is published before I take any sort of action on that 
category other than that the category is "reserved". 

You had asked earlier about the Fugio category. I intend to do 
that one myself (as well as the Virginia Halfpence and probably 
Connecticut). It appears at present that there are not enough 
interested people to fill all the slots - so I shall, when the 
SIG concept is announced, place several in a "reserved" status, 
rather than an "open" status, and the Ea-iy American Paper Money 
will be "reserved" indicating there is s<. rteone scheduled to 
participate at a future date. 

I would like to find someone to coordinate the Connecticut 
category but so far no one is available that I consider qualified 
and, as well, willing to stick with the Miller attribution 
system, which I consider a prerequisite! And also — the small 
mess that Kessler started with his Fugio book is slowly turning 
around and I intend to stick with your original attribution 
methodology, i.e. double letters, and etc., for the Fugios. 

Finally, a listing of current die variety combinations for the 
Virginia Halfpence would also be helpful for me, Eric, if you can 
send me a tabulation. I also have a couple of very minor 
suggestions regarding your existing text that I shall mention in 
a future letter, as time permits. 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 



Spi1 man 




THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. 


(205) 881-8678 


P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

November 7, 1988 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 

I am writing to thank you -for your very nice -financial 
contribution in the amount o-f $110.00 to 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation. 

Please remember that we also need your editorial contributions as 
well! Inputs to the Technical Notes -feature or anonymous 
questions for the Research Forum are urgently needed. Many 
Research Forum questions have evolved into full scale research 
investigations. During the past several years these questions 
have been few and far between and we urgently need more of them 
to serve as inspiration for new material. 

Again, thank you - and 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. 








PROCTOR ACADEMY 

ANDOVER.,NEW HAMPSHIR.E 03216 


Office of 

DEVELOPMENT 


February 1, 1989 


Mr. James C. Spilman, President 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

4007 Medford Drive, SE 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Mr. Spilman, 

We are pleased to provide access to the telescope to whatever 
group can give it a good home and protect its future. We are 
flexible and willing to help. 

Please keep me apprised. We are eager to come to some 
conclusion. 

Sincerely yours. 



Director of Development 
sem 



TELEPHONE - 603 - 735 - 5126 


As you know, this 

telescope originally was donated to the Academy by Mrs. Edward W. 
McGlenen, Jr. of Concord, Mew Hampshire. We ask that only two 
conditions be met: 

1. You or one of your agents will package and ship the 
telescope to its destination. 

2. Proctor Academy and Mrs. McGlenen receive recognition of 
the gift of the telescope to the society. With your 
permission, we would like it to read as follows: 

"The Crosby Telescope donated by Proctor Academy, 
Andover, New Hampshire made possible through the 
generosity of Mrs. Edward W. McGlenen, Jr. 

As far as we are concerned, you may begin the process 
immediately. I look forward to hearing from you. 



THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. (205) 881-8678 


4007 Medford Drive, SE 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

February 10, 1989 

Mr. Leslie A. Elam, Director 
The American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 155th Street 
New York, NY 10032 

Dear Mr. Elam: 

You may recall that in July 1987 in CNL we featured a report by 
Bob Wester on Sylvester S. Crosby. A copy of that issue is 
enclosed for your reference. In his report Bob Wester relates 
his discovery of the remaining artifacts from the estate of 
Crosby and illustrates a number of those items, and mentions 
others. Included are illustrations of the presentation medals 
which Crosby received from the American Numismatic and 
Archaeological Society. 

I have often thought that the American Numismatic Society (ANS) 
should establish a project to acquire, over time, some of the 
Crosby artifacts that could be placed on permanent display at 
ANS. There is little question that Crosby is considered, today, 
as the "father" of Early American Numismatics and it would be 
quite appropriate for our Society of obtain and/or borrow as 
necessary, some of these extant items from the Crosby estate. 

CNL owns several of the smaller items, books and table silver, 
and would be pleased to loan them to the ANS for inclusion in 
such a display. 

On page 989 in Wester's article, paragraph four, is mentioned an 
astronomical telescope that was owned and used by Crosby and 
which was donated to a "nearby college". That telescope would 
make an outstanding centerpiece, I believe, in a display of 
Crosby artifacts. The telescope is presently located at Proctor 
Academy in Andover, New Hampshire and the Academy is willing to 
donate it to an appropriate organization, and it is my thinking 
that the Ameri.can Numismatic Society, for many reasons, would be 
the MOST appropriate, and should have the first choice of 

it. Please see the attached Xerox copy of a letter 
from Mr. Bruce Begin dated February 1, 1989. The only conditions 
are those expressed in the attached excerpt from an earlier 
letter from Mr. Begin. 

I have not personally seen the telescope but from a description 
provided to me by Mrs. McGlenen, I believe it to be of a 





reasonable size and suitable -for the sort o-f display which I 
envision. 

I-f you believe our Society has an interest, I suggest that you 
di rec tly contact Mr. Begin and so advise him, and also make the 
necessary arrangements to have it packed and shipped to our New 
York headquarters. If you conclude that the Society is NOT 
interested, please advise me and I will make arrangements for 
other disposition by the Colonial Newsletter Foundation. Please 
note that Mr. Begin will appreciate a prompt reply. In either 
case, please keep me advised of your actions. Please telephone 
if you care to discuss this with me personally. 

Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. 


©TONAL SIGNED BY 

James C. Spilman, President 


cc: Mr. Bruce Begin, 

Director of Development 
Proctor Academy 
Andover, New Hampshire 03216 



The-Americam Numismatic Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 ■ INCORPORATED I8S5) 

Broadway- at • 15 5 th • St r eet 

New-York -N.Y. 10032 

February 17, 1989 


Mr. James C. Spilman, President 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
4007 Medford Drive, SE 
Huntsville, Alabama 

Dear Jim: 


Many thanks for bringing to our attention the availability of a telescope 
once owned by Sylvester S. Crosby. Unfortunately, this item falls outside 
the collecting interests of our Society. These are generally defined 
as Numismatic or Numismatic related objects. 

Again, thanks for having us in mind regarding this object. 

Sincerely yours. 



Leslie A. Elam 
Director 


LAE/jl 



THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. (205) 881-0678 

P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

June 23, 1989 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 

I am writing to thank you for your nice financial contribution to 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation for 1989 and also to ask you 
for your suggestions regarding what has, so far, turned out to be 
a very poorly received idea. 

You will recall Bob Wester's article on "Crosby the Man" which 
appeared in the July 1987 issue of CNL. On page 989 Bob 
mentioned Crosby's astronomical telescope which had been donated 
to a "nearby college". That telescope is now available to a 
suitable organization as per the attached letter, and I have 
contacted the ANS, Smithsonian, and ANA (in that order) and 
attempted to interest them in obtaining the telescope and 
utilizing it as a centerpiece in a permanent collection/display 
of Crosby memorabilia which could be expanded with time to 
include other Crosby items that are, or will become, available. 

I wrote first to the ANS thinking that organization was probably 
the one most closely related to Crosby and the organization best 
suited (historically) to establish such an exhibit. The attached 
copy of Mr. Elam's letter to me demonstrates a complete lack of 
interest in the idea. I then contacted the Smithsonian (Cory 
Gilliland) and the ANA with similar results. 

Before I conclude that this idea is a complete waste of time and 
abandon it entirely, I thought that you might have some 
suggestions or might somehow be able to change the "mind" of the 
ANS. I remain of the opinion that they are the appropriate 
organization to establish and build such an exhibit. 

Any suggestions or thoughts that you have will be appreciated. I 
will be away on vacation until about July 15, or so, but if you 
can change any minds — Mr. Begin at Proctor Academy could be 
contacted directly and arrangements made to pack and ship the 
telescope without any further input from me. 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 












ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 28, 1989 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 

I can certainly understand the problem with respect to Crosby's telescope. 

ANS definitely cannot handle it, as it is out of its scope. 

I am going to suggest a place that possibly can use it, and that is 
the Space Center in the St. Louis Science Museum. It is building a 
new $35 million facility at this time and McDonnell-Douglas is backing 
it substantially. I would like to know the make of the telescope and 
its size. If it is interested, I will see to it that Crosby's name 
is attached to it as the most renown American numismatist or something 
similar. I will also see that the Proctor Academy and Mrs. McGlenen 
get appropriate identification as donors. 

Can you obtain the maker and size information for me or perhaps Mr. 

Begin will furnish it directly. 

I am glad to try to be of help. 


Eric P. Newman 

EPNzbv 



c: Bruce Begin - Proctor Academy 



THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. (205) 881-8678 

P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

July 20, 1989 


Mr. Eric F'. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Hi Eric, 

V 

I have just returned -from vacation. Thank you for your letter of 
June 28, 1989 regarding Crosby's telescope. I wish that I could 
provide data regarding size, maker and etc. but unfortunately my 
several letters to Proctor Academy -for these details have gone 
without reply. I cannot even say whether the device is a 
reflector or refractor type! 

The initial contacts with Proctor were made by Bob Wester and Bob 
believes that the telescope itself may have been constructed by 
Crosby himself. A letter from Mrs. McSlenen to me stated that 
she and her husband would sometimes carry the instrument out into 
the back yard and use it to observe the moon; obviously it is of 
a moderate size. She stated that she remembered a manufacturers 
nameplate which I suspect was on the mount, and not the telescope 
itself. 

By way of background — my original thinking was that, IF we 
could determine that the 'scope was manufactured by Crosby 
himself, I could attempt to restore it with assistance from local 
members of the Von Braun Astronomical Society and then somehow 
incorporate it into a permanent (numismatic display) of Crosby 
memorabilia. Somehow that thinking became miscommunicated 
through Bob and Proctor Academy offered to donate the 'scope to 
the Von Braun group. I suggested that it was premature to make 
such a donation and suggested alternatives, none of which have as 
yet worked out. It needs to be someplace where it can retain its 
historical and numismatic connotations 1 If all else fails, it 
will probably go to the Von Braun group here in Huntsville 
provided that they want to pay the freight, etc., in order to 
obtain it, but it is unlikely in that their budget is very 
limited and they have severe fixed expenses in maintaining an 
observatory and planetarium. 

Your St. Louis Science Museum idea is a good one and could be 
very appropriate in simply recognizing our earlier generation's 
"interest” in Space and Astronomy. You have my encouragement to 
pursue that approach if the Museum is interested. As a minimum 
that would serve the very useful purpose of identifying and 
preserving the device as a historical artifact which might also 
be loaned to other organizations in the future for use in pure 
"Crosby" displays of a numismatic nature. My objective is not to 
allow Crosby's 'scope to get lost in a trash heap! 




At this point in time and circumstance, the most practical 
approach I believe would be for a representative of the St. Louis 
Science Museum to directly contact Proctor Academy and learn what 
they can regarding the telescope and, perhaps, take a calculated 
risk by arranging tor a packer to pack and ship the unit and its 
accessories to St. Louis where it can be examined in detail. 

There is no doubt that it was owned and used by Crosby and it IS 
possible that the 'scope itself may have been manufactured by 
Crosby, but only very detailed expert examination and study would 
permit that determination. 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


James C. Spilman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 8, 1989 


Mr. Dennis M. Wint 
President 

St. Louis Science Center 

Forest Park 

St. Louis, MO 63110 


Dear Dennis: 

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter I received from James Spilman 
concerning a telescope used in the middle of the last century and which 
is looking for a home. I enclose other correspondence with respect 
to it. After you have read this material will you be nice enough to 
call me so that we can talk over the next step, if any. 


kindest regards. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 26, 1989 


Mr. James C. Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

4007 Medford Drive, SE 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 

I appreciate your answering my comment on the publication of the Schab 
material CNL. Your concern and fairness was obvious. 

In 1761 when the Stephen West scrip was printed, Maryland had several 
types of exchange: (1) to try to comply with Proclamation Money Laws, 
(2) actual Maryland Money of Account, and (3) the commercial trade practices 
of neighboring Pennsylvania. The latter was the basis for the text (7 
shillings 6 pence) on West's notes. All outstanding Maryland paper currency 
was redeemed by 1765. 

The error I made in the name of Stephen West resulted from a reference 
which I followed but was at that time unable to verify. Willard R. Mumford 
of Annapolis was kind enough to advise me in November 1983 of the correct 
detail and that is included in my third edition of The Early Paper Money 
of America (1990). 

The query as to the apparent inconsistency of exchange values can also 
be commented upon. The problem in Maryland when paper money was 
reintroduced in 1767 was that most Maryland unofficial transactions were 
calculated in Pennsylvania Money of Account (7 shillings 6 pence 
Pennsylvania Money of Account to the Spanish Dollar). Maryland was still 
obligated to comply with the Proclamation Money laws which limited anyone 
paying or exchanging more than 6 shillings of Maryland Money of Account 
to the Spanish Dollar. Maryland in its 1766 Act determined to abandon 
Maryland shillings as a unit of value and changed to dollars based upon 
4 shillings 6 pence sterling to the Spanish Dollar. This problem is set 
out in more detail in my article entitled "The Earliest Money Using the 
Dollar as a Unit of Value," The Numismatist (November 1985), p. 2181. 

From the above, the strange difference in exchange value of a Spanish 
dollar can be recognized because the 1767 Maryland issue has a sterling 
shilling basis and the West notes have a Maryland or Pennsylvania Money 
of Account shilling basis. 

I hope that others may write to you on this matter and would appreciate 
being advised of what they write. 

At least I hope I have been of some help in clarifying this curious subject. 



Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 



THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. (205) 881-8678 

P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

May 17, 1990 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Erics 

This is a continuation of my letter of May 16, 1990 — I -forgot 

one item that I had intended to ask. I am presently working with 
a CNL Patron on what is to be an update o-f Ned Barnsley's 
Corrigenda Millerensis which appeared in 1972 in CNL No. 33. In 
this update I plan to include photographs of all the late 
discoveries and various varieties or specimens for which 
descriptions and photographs are not published or readily 
avai1able. 

One such group is the contemporaneous counterfeit Connecticuts of 
1786: 2.3-T, 2.4-U, 2.5-V & 2.6-BRI-GEO (Vlack CT-86A-16) and 
possibly one more which would become 2.7--W. I have good 
photographs of each of these except Vlack CT-86A-16. Bob has 
told me that I can use his (1974) plate illustrations for this 
but my copy of his plate is a bit out of focus, and 16 is a bit 
"thin". Do you have these specimens in your collection that can 
be photographed, or perhaps better prints that I can use for the 
update? I plan 2x size illustrations. If so I would certainly 
appreciate receiving them from you -for use in the article. 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 4, 1990 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 

As to your May 17, 1990 request for certain coins to improve illustrations 
in the Barnsley Connecticut copper update, I thought it best to tell 
you what I think I have. 

1786 Betts #7 ctf Ct but not the illustrated coin. 

Vlack, Ct-86A, Betts 8. 

1776 Machins 7-G with very heavy obverse die break (Is this out 
of the jurisdiction?) 

Georgius - 1788 Rev D mulings (four examples, all with different 
states of die breaks) 

1788 Ct 2-D (five examples all with different states of die breaks). 
These seem to go back and forth with the die break states of the 
Georgius - 1788 items. This may be of interest if not already 
known. 

1788 Ct 16-D (two examples with different die breaks). 


I can send anything 



this is clear enough. 



EPNtbv 



THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc 


<205) 881-8678 




P.O.Box' 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 


June 16, 1990 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

Thank you -for your letter of June 11 and May 21 regarding the 
Virginia Halfpence of 1773. Whatever you and William Veach 
decide to do will be OK with me. 

Let me outline, however, my experience with this series in recent 
years. Attached is a list of the eight specimens in my 
collection. Also attached is a tabulation of the varieties known 
to me, today; this list does not contain any varieties that were 
not included in your two original ANS publications. If there are 
later discoveries, I do not know of them. 

A couple of years ago I decided to build a die variety reference 
collection of the Virginia Halfpence. I discovered that it was 
almost impossible for the following reasons: 

(1) Dealers do not attempt to attribute specimens 

by die variety. They do not know how! Only B&M 
and Stack's will, on special occasion, do so! 

<2) The excuse is that they are unable to obtain 
the reference works from ANS. 

(3) Those who have the references say the photographs 
are unsuitable for attribution. In general, I agree 
with this observation. However, from what little 
work I have accomplished I have concluded that 
because of the relatively excellence of British 

die workmanship, every variety contains some 
specific diagnosic that almost always (except 
on worn specimens) presents a positive identification 
feature., 

(4) Only 3 CNL Patrons list an interest in this series. 

.So far as I have been able to determine there are 

less that six people in the U.S. who are die 
variety collectors. 

What is most needed today, from a collector's point of view, is a 
current listing of die variety, rarity, k interlocking and a set 
of enlarged glossy photos. Halftone photographs, no matter how 
fine the screen, are not satisfactory for attributing these 
things, in my opinion. 
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THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc. 


(205) 881-8678 


4007 Medford Drive, SE 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

July 27, 1990 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Hi Eric, 

Thank you for your letter of July 20. I will be happy to do 
anything that I can to help with the Virginia Halfpence photos. I 
am, at the moment, headed out the door on vacation from which I 
will return August 27, so I will not be able to start until then. 

I do have two suggestions that you might care to explore. First., 
as you are probably aware, Dave Bowers is working on a book which 
will include die variety photographs of all the Early Amewrican 
Coinages. He may have a complete set of the 1773 Virginia 
Halfpence photographs available, now, that he would loan to you 
for use in your book. Next, I have a set of 35mm negatives of 
all of the Virginia Halfpence in the Colonial Williamsburg 
collection that I made a year or so ago. There are four rolls of 
36 exposure which are developed but which I have not printed. 
There should be 144 images, give or take a few. These also need 
to be attributed by die variety. If you would like I will send 
these to you and you can have prints made, and there may be some 
new varieties in the Foundation's collection. 

More when I return from vacation. 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 




James C. Spilman 




be: Joe Lasser 

be: John Kleeburg, ANS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 1, 1990 


Mr. James C. Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

4007 Medford Drive, SE 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 

The American Numismatic Society is planning its next COAC for a date in May 
1991 and the topic, which is about to be selected, will be in the Colonial 
American or American Pre-Constitutional period. The subject matter within 
that field is selected by those who give oral presentations and write them 
up for the publication distributed after each COAC. I am sure you are familiar 
with the procedure. 

I am writing you at this time because I feel that you should be a part of the 
program as a speaker and possibly help line up other people who are qualified 
and would wish to be participants. This is your pet area and it would be a 
great surprise for many of us to see you in the flesh. I think you would enjoy 
it and I merely am writing you immediately so that you can think about it. 

I look forward to your ideas and participation. 



Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


Spilman 


February 


pamphlet which I recently acquired. It is so rare ar 
The portion on copper coinage is excellent. I have < 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


Jim Spilman 

Colonial Newsletter Foundation 
P.0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35815-4411 


August 4, 1993 


AE-1 


The answer of editor Michael J. Hodder to the question about 
the contents of the Stepney or Fairfield Hoard indicated that there 
were no Machins pieces in the group. (CNL July 1993, p. 13721 That 
comment was probably caused by my owm ambiguity about 35 years ago. 
I had stated that there were 72 counterfeit British and Irish 
ulllT Ce u X J1 thS Hoard - This wa s before Machins pieces were 
British . reas onably interpreted this as meaning counterfeit 

halfpence whereas I meant counterfeit 
British and Irish style halfpence. 

The 72 counterfeit British and Irish style halfpence in the 

work?™ 6 /® ct nt w° me ° n a PP roval b Y Walter Breen when he was 
working for Stack s. I selected 10 or 12 pieces at $5 to $10 each 

the t-1mp rne h balai ?S e - . Thes e prices seemed enormous to me at 

he time, but among the pieces I bought were the 1776 Machins 
Ha^h?n ed ln - The Vermont Numismatic Enigma" (vlack 9-76B); a 1778 

brom (l9-°87c C l“ a br ° Wn Pi'’ 8 *' ; a 1787 uncirculated red 

wn (19 87C), a 1787 uncirculated some red (17-87A1; a 1788 

fuli r red at ( e 2 d 0 87Cl br ° W T < 23 “ 88A); and Perhpas a 1787 uncirculated 
• 2 °- 87C - ] * 1 ?° not remember the date of purchase but 

interest "^i^hadV 7 vf t0 trY t0 find ° ut if that become s of 
cSuld hav^ be before m Y 1958 "Enigma" article and even 

could have been before Breen's 1952 Hoard article. 

Ned Barnsley in his 1962 comment on the pieces in the Hoard 
the word^^BuiKitosm ^, at ^ bir ? s P ieces being present. Although he used 
I tried*to dSKn^ ns .. lnstead of "evasions" that was then customary. 

!J.° ?? flae the meaning of the word "Bungtown" in 1976. 
accuracy? 311 Sh ° WS h ° W continual research and writing can add to 


Eric P. Newman 
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THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, Inc 


( 205 ) 381-3678 



March 9, 1994 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Hi Eric, 

There are two items that you may possibly be able to help me with 
for CNL, which are - - 

(1) I am attempting to finalize Sandy Partridge's paper on the 
Vermont Notes of 1781 and need to locate a good photograph of the 
Three Pound (Ten Dollar) note. A nice clean Xerox copy would be 
satisfactory. The illustration that I have is a composite that 
Sandy supplied (see attached Xerox sheet) which approximates the 
appearance of that note but has incorrect right and left borders 
as they were clipped from something else and pasted on. I will 
use this if I must, but only as a last resort. Sandy's paper 
comprises a comparison of each of the eight notes and discusses 
the interesting alternations of seals, side cuts, top cuts, and 
etc. as one moves from denomination to denomination. 

(2) Remember the Connecticut 1785 specimens that Barnsley 
brought to our attention some years ago? These were 2.3-T, 

2.4-U, 2.5—V, 2.6-BRI-GEO (or Vlack CT-86A-16) and 2.7-W (? ). You 
have as I recall one of these specimens - - I believe that- it is 
the one we have been calling 2.7-W - - that is different in some 
details from the others but ± do not believe that this has ever 
been confirmed. I am also attempting to complete Jeff Rock's 
paper on the Connecticut Updates and to illustrate all of the 

not in Miller" specimens and need a photograph of your specimen 
to compare with the others and to use as an illustration if it 
is, in fact, a different variety. Vou offered to loan this to 
me for photography several years ago but I am just now at the 
point that I need to do so. I will appreciate your sendinq the 
specimen, or a photograph, so that I can finally sort these' 
things out. and publish them in CNL. Please mail it so that it 
arrive the first week in May as I will be in Australia all 
of April and cannot work on it until I return. Anything else,.or 
ideas, that you believe would be of interest that should be 
included In the Connecticut Update will be appreciated. 


Many thanks 


Bes 1_ I cry car u 2 > , 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 
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Since you like Connecticut coppers r 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6310 5 


James C. Spilman ,*< t , w+mt February 28, 1995 

Colonial Newsletter Foundation " " -.s i .. 

P.O. Box 4411 •: r. ; ; , ... 

Huntsville, AL 35815 " f 


Dear Jim: 

As a : possible amusement in your 100th nuxabeE^,I J } enclose a 
photocopy of a excelled check dated January 31, 196i payable to 
Al. Dj,Hoch for $25 " to encourage continuation of the publication 
of the Colonial Newsletter. I found this check while looking for 
something else. 



Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


James C. Spilman 


September 5, 1995 


Colonial Newsletter Foundation 
P.0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35815 


Dear Jim: 

You are to be congratulated to have completed 100 issues of 
CNL. What a mound of happy work you put into it. It is cited 
continually and will always be. It is an accomplishment which will 
never let you stop thinking about the subject matter. 

In your article with Vermont paper money illustrations you use 
the word "logotype". I do not think they had it then. The vines 
were merely cuts into wood or metal in which lead was poured to 
make a printing plate. More than one could easily be made from 
the same cut. 

The lead letters and ornaments were purchased from England and 
set individually and locked in the chase. Sometimes^diphthong of 
two letters was made as one unit of type in England, but I know of 
no solid piece of a group of letters or ornaments. Please tell me 
what you mean. Stereotyping with papier mache was too difficult. 

If you really want a permutation problem which makes Vermont 
look simple try various issues of Pennsylvania. They are regular 
letters with some or all caps, Roman letters with some or all caps, 
slanting regular, slanting Roman, scrip with and without caps, all 
in various sizes and combined with four different spellings of 
Pennsylvania. 



Eric P. Newman 
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[Fwd: RE: 

02/25/2003 


Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 



Hey Dan, 

I sat with Eric for hours at one C4 discussing counterfeits and showing him 50 or so of my favorites at the time. I 
also correspond with him from time to time and of course he is familiar with our work here and my C4 
presentations and publications. He also holds a copy of my CD. 

Now that I think of it, our thoughts on a Global Attribution Scheme differed greatly; I will send him my paper on the 
subject soon for his feedback. 

Next time you see him you must show him your Clemhead, he has one, a British piece Clemhead, and dated 
1776 in very high grade, the one on our plate actually. 

I’ll try to remember to send him an email later to discuss both yours and his and mention your meeting as well. 
Clem 



Eric Newman was there to give a talk. I went up to introduce myself and 
as I was waiting in line he was talking to a fellow about colonial 
collecting, particularly Massachusetts coppers. Mr Newman then started 


telling the guy about an area he found fascinating and that was the 


Bungtowns and counterfeits. When It was my turn to talk to him, he asked 
what I collected and I told him counterfeits. He told me he wrote a 


paper on the evasions in 1976 and then asked me if I knew Clem. For 
those of you who get out a lot you’ll find this message boring but for 
those of us in the mid west I was quite impressed, (both at commenting 
about countefeits and knowing Clem) 




Yahoo! Groups Sponsor 
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Friday, February 25,2005 America Online: EricNumis 



Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

Reply-to 
To: 

Eric- 

Do you have available a photo of your Connecticut 2.3-T of 1786 that you 
could eMail me? (Or any other specimens of that variety?) 

Also - how many of these (2.3-T) specimens do you know of? 


There are several areas and questions regarding the Fugios that need to 
be explored, in my opinion. These are: 

(1) The various shapes of the Fugio eyes. 

(2) Are there attributions in the 12 Obverse family that should be a 
different variety? 

(3) A study of the transitional differences between the Fine Ray and 
Club Ray varieties. 

(4) A definitive study of common usage of tools (especially letter, 
ornament and dentile puncheons) between the Club Rays, Fine Rays, and 
Connecticut series. 

This should be a lifetime of work for the both of us:-) 



And how are you doing these days? 
Jim/CNLF 


Sunday, July 27,2008 AOL: EricNumis 



Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

Reply-to 
To: 

CC: 

Dave, et al — for the record 

It appears from my studies in collaboration with the late Mike Ringo that the 
following facts have now been established regarding the 2.3-T series of Connecticut 
Coppers. 

The die varieties are: 

2.3- T 

2.4- T 

2.5- T 

2.7-T 

(1) The same reverse die "T" was used for all four varieties 

(2) 2.5 is a reworked 2.4 which is a reworked 2.3 (all three from the same die 
stock, or "chunk of metal" 

(3) 2.7 is the new obverse die shown as Lot 246 in Ford IX sale 

(3) Accordingly, there were only three dies (chunks of metal) involved. 

This is the thesis that I am proposing in my C4 paper regarding this issue. 

Whether this should influence your book is your decision Dave. Hopefully as time 
progresses and new specimens appear, as they most certainly will, we will have 
better proof to verify or change this sequence. 

Remember my favorite quote — as I have stated previously, is from Jacob Perkins 
ca. 1785 "Time Proves All Things!" 

Best — Jim/CNLF 


MORE - Re: Connecticut coppers 



et wrote: 


Dear Diana, 

I and Jim Spilman have been doing some tweaking on the little area of CT 
coppers known as Miller obverses 2.3 to 2.7 (new) and reverses T and W. 

When I get back in God's Country (NH) I will send you complete info. 

I cannot send attachments from my wi—fi, and in any event am up to my ears 
with auction. 

Will revisit this weekend. 

DAVE 


Tuesday, July 29,2008 AOL: EricNumis 




Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

Reply 

To: 


Jeff- 

Scanned copies of the plates at 500 ppi or better is all that I need. 
When you return from your vacation I will appreciate your checking and 
scanning them if you are able to locate the originals. 

Thanks. 

Jim/CNLF 


[CNLF-.284] Re: "Miller" 



On Jul 1,10:42 prrl 

> Jim, I did a reprint of the plated Miller sale over a decade ago -1 can 

> probably scan the plates and get them to you, if that is all you need (the text 

> was the same in both catalogues, of course). Many of the plates are of 

> ancients with, I think, just 9 or 10 (maybe a few more?) that had any colonials 

> on them. Somewhere around here I have the negatives of them as well, but I 

> think I still have some printed ones... 


> Jeff 

> 

> In a message dated 7/1/2008 12:21:23 P.M. Pacific Daylight Time, 



> Hello all you Connecticut collectors in our BLOG - 


> First - I need some help in locating a copy of the "Plate Catalog" 

> associated with the "Miller" sale of May 26-29th, 1920 by The Elder 

> Coin and Curio Company. On page 152 is the statement "Plate and 

> Priced Catalogs" - "A Plate Catalog, of extra large size with many 

> plates.$9.00". This plate catalog was not included with the 

> Miller Sale catalog but required separate purchase. I would like to 

> locate a copy of this Miller "Plate Catalog" to study and duplicate 

> for our CNLF - eBook files. 


> Next - I have a copy of the original Miller Sale catalog conducted 

> by The Elder Coin and Curio Company on May 26 - 29th, 1920. That was 

> hand-annotated and image-annotated by Ned Barnsley. He presented it 

> to me personally just a short time prior to his death. Ned had taken 

> one of the "Plate Catalogs" and carefully cut out each image and 

> pasted it onto a set of original Miller Catalog pages at the proper 

> location with each description. I plan to convert this document into 

> an eBook for our CNLF-FTP eBook collection in association with the 

> complete "Plate Catalog", if we can locate a copy 

> 

> Please advise if you can assist with location of a copy of the Miller 

> Plate Catalog. 

> 

> Thanks. 

> 

> Jim/CNLF 


Saturday, August 02,2008 AOL: EricNumis 



